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Many a young man, who, but for this in-
stitution, might have been a creditable mem-
ber of society, is at once hurried into a life
yf guilt, and lost for ever. These clubs
tiave each one or more Brahmin priests, who
perform the necessary ceremonies when re-
quired by any of the club. With these men
chiefly lie the decision regarding the in-
fringement of the orders of the cast, and the
wliole secrets of the.tclub. Their influence
is consequently very great". They are . ex-
cellent instruments in the hands of an able
magistrate.

In mentioning the population of the vil-
lages, and the different professions and
trades, it will be well to give the native
names, as well as their translations. I have
already mentioned the names of the leading
men of the village.

The peasants are called Ryots*
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